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Uni11er•ity of
South Florida
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Ending the session on a high note
By Vice President Bill Heller
Come July 1, USF St. Petersburg
comes into its own. We will enjoy
greater autonomy and we're already
in the process of seeking regional
accreditation for the campus by the
Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools (SACS).
Make no mistake about it, the
thanks for all these wonderful gifts go
to the following: Our Legislative
Delegation, the joint efforts of Senators Sullivan and Sebesta and Rep.
Frank Farkas, and President Judy
Genshaft, whose tenacity and diplomacy kept us part of the USF family.
We're looking forward to the
appointment by President Genshaft
of the new five-member board that
will oversee the campus's budget,
mission and expansion. Many key
individuals have expressed interest in
serving on our board as well as the
overall university board. The list of
people and their qualifications is very
impressive and I'm very optimistic
about the caliber of support they'll
bring to our institution.
We received another excellent
appropriation from the legislature
that we will use for implementing
autonomy, such as separate budgeting, admissions and financial aid
processing and curricula development. We plan to hire a new dean of
academic services who will oversee
the advising, recruiting and admissions area.

We're now in the process of preparing a Request for Proposal (RFP) for
a feasibility study of student
housing because we expect to
recruit more and more traditional
age freshmen and sophomores. One
of the top questions potential
students ask recruiter John Vassel is
about housing at the campus. With
that comes other student services
that must be developed and instituted on campus. We will host our
first faculty orientation later this
summer to acquaint our more than
30 new faculty with their new
campus. It will be a thorough
introduction, including our Program for Ethics and Education in
the Community and ethics across
the curriculum efforts. We also will
assign current faculty to partner
with each of our new faculty to help
them acclimate to our campus
culture. We have recruited an
outstanding group of n ew professors and their current affiliation are
listed on page 3. Later we hope to
get a photo of each of them so you
can put together the names with the
faces.
A lot will happen in the next
few months and I' ll make every
effort to keep you informed. Because our campus is growing, we
See HELLER on page 3

• Statistics to make you proud

Summer enrollment at USF St.
Petersburg is up nearly 21 percent!
This is on top of last summer's
increase in enrollment of 22 percent!
In other good news, USF St.
Petersburg came in over its goal for
the 2001 Faculty and Staff campaign.
We contributed $14,681, which was
nearly 105 percent of our target.
Marine Science, this year reporting
separately, more than doubled its
goal by raising $2,124. Thanks to all
who participated.
• Dennies update

Despite a house fire that destroyed the home and possessions of
Jerome Dennies (physical plant), he
and his family have rebounded. They
moved into another house, a fourbedroom home they were in the
process of buying before the fire.
Here is a note from the family:
To all the good and warm- hearted
people who helped us out at our time of
need, we send our appreciation to all of
you.
Thanks for the clothing, furniture,
money, everything. We will never forget
you all. Thank God for good and warmhearted people, you all lifted our hearts,
soul, and gave us the courage to go on.
Thank you!
The Dennies Family

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

USF St. Petersburg transforms lot into East Terrace

A series offour
wstomized housing
facilities, at left, will
arrive on ca111pus in
july. The College of
Education faculty and
stafflwve volunteered
to move into two of the
facilities. Below is a
sketch of the courtyard
area. The entire site
will be referred to as
the East Terrace.

Customized housing is the
first step toward easing the
space crunch on campus as
officials scurry to find office
space for more than 30 new
faculty arriving this fall.
Another section of the campus
is being developed this summer,
the shady comer lot between the
campus bookstore and Davis Hall.
This area, to be known as the East
Terrace, will hold four customized
housing facilities that will provide
offices surrounded by a landscaped
courtyard and boardwalks.
The facilities will provide
approximately 40 new offices for
faculty and staff, and none too
soon. About 30 new faculty members are starting this fall, and right
now the campus lacks office space
for them.
"This is a short-term solution to
our continued campus growth but
it will be an effective and attractive
solution," Campus Vice President
Bill Heller said. "These facilities are
being built just for us and will be
specific to our particular needs."
In fact, they're not your typical

portables. Very contemporary in
design, they come with big picture
windows and new furniture.
But those aren't the reasons
College of Education faculty and
staff volunteered to move their
offices into the w1its.
If the college didn't relocate, the
five new faculty members joining it
this fall would have been dispersed
around campus haphazardly.

"I jumped at the opportunity
to keep our college intact because
that helps our students - they
need to be able to connect with all
their professors in one setting,"
said Sonia Helton, College of
Education coordinator. "My entire
college is excited about it."
The facilities will be leased on
an annual basis and are definitely
temporary, Heller said .

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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• It's all in the genes

You may recall the recent story
about the 8-year old St. Petersburg boy
who saved his best friend's life by
doing the Heimlich maneuver. The
hero of the story, Adam Christner, is
the son of Tracy Christner (Project
Oceanography).
Adam, who just completed 3rd
grade at Bay Point Elementary, acted

Adam Cl1ristner gets a piggJ;back
ride from his mom, Tracy, during a
nature hike along the Hillsborough River.
quickly when Serrell Rollins began
choking on a french fry at lunch.
Adam stepped behind Serrell, and
pressed his fist into his friend's upper
abdomen, and out flew the fry. Adam
had recently learned the maneuver
during a class demonstration several
months beforehand.
Now he's reaping the awards for
his action, including publicity. He's
been interviewed at least a half dozen
times for news programs. A business
along Fourth Street also recognized
his efforts on their sign. Adam also
received an award from St. Petersburg
Fire and Rescue that resulted in even
more media attention.
"I still don't think that he realizes
what a big deal this ordeal is. He is
very close wi~ his buddy Serrell and
happy that things are finally getting
back to normal after all this attention,"
said Tracy, who is terribly proud of
Adam.
She says he loves all sports and
p lays baseball for Fossil Park Little
League as a first baseman. He also
swam on their swim team last year.
He also is just three tests away from
earning his black belt in karate. Quite
a kid.

HELLER from page 1
do have a space crunch that we need
to work through, but that is a good
problem to have!
What won't change is the uniqueness of USF St. Petersburg as we move
forward. All of us can be architects of
the future as we determine what the
campus becomes. How many universities do you know that have a chance
to re-shape their futures? We are
beginning from a sound foundation
within the environment of an exciting
and dynamic major research university. I feel we have the best of all
worlds right now and it is going to be
an exciting next several years for all of
us. We are going to have a great time
-count on it!

• New Faculty
The following list of new faculty
members starting this fall notes their
name, department, and prior university or work affiliation, respectively.

College of Arts & Sciences

Yanira Angulo-Cano, Spanish adjunct at USF, University of Tampa
andSPJC;
Julie B. Armstrong, English- assistant
professor, Valdosta State University;
Deby Lee Cassill, ESP /biology -post
doc fellow at Texas A &M College
Station;
Lisa Culp, English - assistant professor, Oglethorpe University;
Edgar Huang, visual communications
- guest lecturer, University of
Indianapolis;
James Kessenides, history- adjunct,
Quinnipiac University of Connecticut;
Mary M. Matthews, ESP /policy instructor, University of Georgia;
Daanish Mustafa, geography - visiting
assistant professor of geography at
George Mason University;
Sarah Partan, psychology - visiting
assistant professor at New College;
Joseph M. Smoak, ESP I geology (courtesy appointment) visiting
assistant professor, University of
Florida;
Mark Gaulter, mathematics - Ross
assistant professor at Ohio State;
Sheramy Bundrick, art history Andrew W. Mellon postdoctoral
fellow at the Metropolitan Museum of
Art;

Robert f. Stokes, criminology - instr uctor, University of South Carolina;

William Ruefle, criminology - assistant professor, University of South
Carolina;
College of Business Administration
Karin Braunsberger, Marketing assistant professor, Arkansas Tech
University;
Grover S. Kearns, IS/OS- assistant
professor, Morehead State University;
Michael C. Luckett, Marketingassistant professor, University of
Central Florida;
Alison Watkins, IS/OS -University of
Virgin Islands St. Thomas;
Ethlyn A. Williams, managementassistant professor, University of
Colorado at Colorado Springs.
College of Education
Lyman L. Dukes, III, special education
- spec. ed teacher at the middle
school and high school levels in
Tampa;
Robert Egley, leadership development
- principal, New Hope Elementary in
Columbus, Miss.;
Larry C. Johnson, social foundations/
research- assistant professor,
University of Utah Salt Lake City;
Brett Jones, educational psychology instructor, Duke University;
Cynthia Leung, elementary education/
reading- assistant professor, North
Dakota State University.
Faculty renewals

Welcome back to the following
faculty, whose one-year contracts
were renewed:

Van Hilliard, interdisciplinary
social sciences - instructor;
Jennefer Khattabi, ESOLinstructor;
George Yanev, mathematics tenure-track assistant professor;
Antoinette Criss, economics instructor;
John F. Jewell, business lawinstructor;
Stephen Danese, accounting instructor;
George Watson, managementtenure-track assistant professor.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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for his upcoming presenta- longtime state legislator from St.
STmiJT Y~IJE STIUff committee
tion on "Ideological Framing: The Role Petersburg who also served as state
Faculty & Staff Notes
Steve Micklo and Barbara Frye,
education, presented "The POWER
Method" at the National Council of
Teachers of Mathematics annual
conference in Orlando on April 7.
Kudos to Barbara as well for overseeing the publication of the second
edition of the Cross Creek Chronicle, a
journal that showcases the writing and
artwork of Pinellas County elementary
school students. Barbara helped
launch the C/1ronicle and serves on the
editorial board as part of her professional duties at M.K. Rawlings Elementary School. The Chronicle is the
result of a partnership b etween the
school system, Poynter Institute for
Media Studies and USF St. Petersburg.
Scott Geiger, business management, presented "Electric Utility
Restructuring and Strategies for the
Future" at the Southwest Academy of
Management in New Orleans, La. on
March 2. He also was awarded a travel
grant from PEEC for another recent
presentation, "The Impact of Cognitive
Expenditure on the Ethical
Decisionmaking Process: The Cognitive Elaboration Model" to the Society
for Industrial and Organizational
Psychology in San Diego on April 27.
George Watson, business, also
received a travel grant from the PEEC

of Values in Thinking About Right
and Wrong," in August in Washington
DC.
Goodbye to Guetzloe: Eleanor
Guetzloe, education, has retired after
33 years of service to USF. Good luck
Eleanor, we'll miss you!
Two other faculty are transferring
to the Tampa campus. Tom
Mieczkowski and Kim Lersch,
criminology, will join their colleagues
at the Tampa campus this fall to be
more involved in their department's
doctoral program. Good luck to both!
Jose Torres, marine science, is on
another Antarctic journey, this time to
study how ocean currents affect the
earliest life stages of marine species
like krill, an abundant species resembling shrimp that is eaten by whales,
penguins, fish and squid. On this
second of four voyages, Jose is chief
scientist and provides regular updates to the St. Petersburg Times
Neighborhood edition. While we're
sweating in the sun here, he and his
crew are working in the dark, and in
extremely cold temperatures. Their
mission is featured on the National
Geographic web site
www .nationalgeographic.com/
sealab I antarctica
• In memory of Tim Jamerson
Douglas "Tim" Jamerson, '79,
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Secretary of Labor and Commissioner
of Education, died April 21 from
cancer at age 53. Jamerson, a USF St.
Pete alumnus, was widely regarded as
one of the state's most prominent
African-American legisla tors.
• 2001 Wharf Rats win 3 of 4 games
The 18th annual USF Faculty /Staff
Family Picnic and Softball Event held
in Tampa on April 7 featured two
teams from USF St. Petersburg, Wharf
Rats I and Wharf Rats II. The contingent from Bayboro Harbor fared well,
winning three of four games against
their Tampa campus opponents.
Wharf Rats I lost a heatbreaker 9-5
to the Bulldozers (Physical Plant Tampa) in the last inning of their first
game. Jim Grant (facilities plamung),
Van Hilliard (ISS) and Ralph
Kitzmiller (marine science) led the
team offensively. In their second
match, Wharf Rats I stomped Kick
Booty A-Go Go (Information Technologies) 23-8. The Rats displayed
sure-handed defensive prowess
behind the expert play of David
Brodosi (Poynter Library), Jeff
Reisberg (computer center) and Chris
Simoniello (marine science).
Wharf Rats II beat Mass Commies
(Mass communications) in their
opening game. Bob Dardenne (journalism), Rick Close and Ron Bugg
(physical plant) showed offensive
power with each of them hitting one
over the outfield fence . Catcher Greta
Scheid-Wells (physical plant) caught a
foul ball with bases loaded to prevent
several Mass Commies' runs. Rats II
beat the Choppers (physical plant,
Tampa) 8-4 in a contentious match
highlighted by late-breaking Rats runscoring in the last inning. Jorge
Marzol (campus police) hit a crucial
double to ignite the offense.
Other St. Petersburg folks lending
their excellent softball skills to the
Wharf Rats were: Barbara Fleischer
(human resources), John Diaz (computer center), Arlene Swartz (facilities
planning), Marti Garratt (advancement), Nataly Scott (bookstore), Ryan
Shaw (CAC), Wes Shaw (campus
police), and Sudsy Tschiderer (advancement).
-Sudsy Tschiderer

~--------------------------~
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